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The Sound Ascending is a musical theater work for two actors, four singers and
piano.  This project was a collaboration with playwright, Jason Tremblay.  The story is a
loose adaptation of Orpheus Descending, by Tennessee Williams.  Displaced from the
rural, American South, most of our story takes place in Mazer, Afghanistan.  Jason and I
attempted to create an untraditional model.  The work lies somewhere between a musical,
oratorio and a song cycle.  We both walked away with mixed feelings about the success
of the work, following a preliminary premiere.  I believe that the work is successful in its
drama and storytelling.  But in such a confined presentation, the work needs more
diversity of material and character strength.  Although complete for now, Jason and I plan
on revising The Sound Ascending in the coming year.  Most significantly, this project has
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YOUNG MIRIAM: It's like they're sleeping.
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INZAR: You should have told her the truth.
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MIRIAM: And as we huddled there
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